G. A R

Memorial School
West Wyoming, Penna.

Dedicated to the Youth of
West Wyoming Borough and to the

Grand Army of the Republic.

Dedicatory Exercises, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 1927
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This genernl view of the G. A. K. Memorial, Building Nomber Two, em-
ph:lFi:-E‘l the ldeals which the school gmrarnment haz in mind. Present
demands nre supplied, but the fmportance of bulliding with an eye to the
future i3 indieatlod in lhu outline which provides easlly for soch additlons as
may become Necessary.




« A DISTANT VIEW OF
POPULAR EDUCATION
it

As Tir baek as 1820 there is mention of the old school build-
ing within whose simple walls 'were taught the fundamentals of edu-
eintion, and from whose essentials of rudimentary teaching o more
cnlightencd visnalization of opportunity and progress wad obinined

by large numbers of the residents of West Wyoming Borough
1||ilnLL|:;‘|H:|ul‘. the long purlnd of itz service, Many of them still sur-

vive

William T. Bliadr in "“The Michacol Shoemaker Bool," a his-
Loy ol the Shoemaker family whose members have traditlonal asso-
cintion with the Wyomings, sives this poragraph in réferenee tn
Lhier rude stroctore:

“The earliest reference to a school, at what is now West
Wyoming, is dizcoversd by the writer in an item of the day book
ul Jueob [, Shoomaker under doate of Mpreh 14, 1820, It apponrs
thnt on that date he had paid some person eighteen cents Tor oit-
L n boad of wood near the ‘the sehool honse,'  This sehool house
wiis doubtlest on the sanie site as the old sehool house pow (19193
plandiog on the grounds of the West Wyoming High Sehool:  Fob-
runry 4, 1R28, Sumuel Sheomaker conveyed Lo Jolin Johnsten ‘in
Lrunt for school purpoes ons-sighth of an seve of land Tora-seliool
dlutreiel to be formed of part of the upper sehool distriet in sald
Kinggaton,"  From this deed it appears that the whole of New Troy
(e oarly name of Wyoming) was at that Lime Known as the uppor
sihiond distriet of Kingiton,  There were undoubtedly two seliools
i whial wis known os New Troy or New Troy and Troy Cornorn.
Chi o these stood on Lhe site of the Layeock (later Whisoler Hotol)
D hihing wt whast I sow Uie corner of Eighth Steeol and MWt Lo




Avenue, Wyoming. In April, 1801, Joseph Swetland and others
petitioned the eourt for appointment of viewers to lay oul & road
to begin at or near the school house stunding on the road which
leads from Benjamin Carpenter’s, Esq., to the main road in
Kingston, and from the said school house, on a straight line, to the
FiveL.

“hiz sehool house apparently stood ot the corner of Fighth
Street apd Wyoming Avenue until 1813-1814, when Lot Breese had
built'a tavern on the cornér and hod removed the school house to
what was later known aa the Sehool House Lot, immediately above
the house on the Steuben Jenking' homestead.”™

A view of the pietore here given of the oldest school house
known to a present lving geperation aifords contrast with the new
;. A. R. Sehool House, and from thal contrast may be gained an
jden of how far popular education has advanced and how mueh it
has amplified the resotirees which ave freely offered the children of
today, Men and women at present residents of West Wyoming
received their earliest training in the old school hoase, 1€ is inter-
gating to note that the Iand originally déeded fora period of ninety-
nine years was tormed over to the distriet on perpetual lease twenty
vears ago by J. L Shoemaker and other Shoemaker heirs, in order
to permit relesse of the mineral rights:

Until the summer of 1926 the erude old structure sorved it
purposes, affording often the meeting pleee {or the eitizens when
engnged in matters of mutual concern to the community. A storm
in the Inst-mentioned yenr destroyed the building for further use
and it was razed on orders of the school district,

Early tepchors of the West Wyoming School, Tong known as
the Shoeemaker Distriet' Sehool, Ineluded 3Mr, Leonnrd in 1831, Man-
uel Lewis Pestann in 18534, 1. 1. Baldwin in 1837, Abel Moarey in
1515, Hornee Armstrong, Tsase Shoemaker Phillips, 1847-1854, Mary
Jane Drorelnd, Willlam P Mathers and Walter Bodle, in the Civil
Waor poriod.  Three of the teaehers had the enor Inter of serving as
supurintendent of Lugzerne Countly Sehools, these being Abel Marey,
eleated In 1880 and 18638; Horsce Armstrong, elected in 1866 and
1869 und Frank P. Hopper, elected in 1899 and continped in service
s Lwanby=lvie YUHIA.

In 1858 when Isune Shormader Phillips taught the sehool it



is indicated that he was paid a dollar a day for his services
Patrons of the school ineluded : George Alicourt, Churies Barney,
Phile Bower, Al C. Bunn, Mrs. Brees, Divis Bryan, C. B. Caswell,
M. Connor, Joseph Davidson, Daniol Detrick, William Duidand, E.
Dymond, Sheperd Goodwin, Willlam Hartsell, Mr; Hess, John John-
sten, dohn Jackson, Stephen Lawrence, William MeCloskey, William
MeAllister, Valentine Minegar, Margaret Mitchell, Anna Philtips,
E. Parrish, Willlam Parrish, P, Randall, P, Rexford, William Sax,
Emily Shafer, Isane C. Shoemaker, Willium 5. Shoemaker, Joseph
Spencer, Holden Tripp and Daniel VanSeoy.

In 1890 the Borough of Wyoming was divided and the Bor-
tugh of West Wyoming was established. This brought about the
niganization of the now School Distriet of West Wyoming. Pro-
frasor W. H. Heneh was delegated to take charge of the first sehoal,
with fonr teachers to assist. In June, 1801, the first graduates

wore given diplomas.




MEMBERS OF WEST WYOMING FACULTY
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Laft to right, third rew—Tenn Cotter. Vials Shibere, Mary Yeller, Eleanor
Meler, Sarg Dunu.  Lefi to ripht, soeond Pow—Flibheth Osur, Lydin Polluck, Cleo
Sharpe, Prof, W. F. Roberts, Marion Reed, Ruth Carbiugh, Loft to right, fire mowes
Murguret Dunp, Jeanne Fox, Puuling Hessler, Almy Thomas, Lures Ackerley.




Borough Incorporated 28 Years Ago.
A

West Wyoming was incorporated as a Borough amd School
Mistrict in 1809, At that time there were five clags rooma in the
Piptriet,  Tn 19907, four more rooms were added to the Number Ons
Philding, and in 1922 the Portable Bullding, was built with two
pousmn, In LEE the old gehool boilding wiz damsged bovond repair
il wan razed with & loss of one clnss room. The new Number
{wee Building, with six rooms, gived the Distriet a total of sixteen

il inHEITA,

WEST WYOMING'S

FIRST SCHOOL BOARD
et !

The fieal sehool bogrd to serve West Wyoming consisted of
g Tolluwing persona:

. 1. Durland, President.
., H. Wilner, Seerelary,
W. 4. Fowlar, Treasurer,
I T, Gregory, J. Gi Hunlock

George Arkinnon




Roll of the Faculty:

High Sehool; W. L. Roberts, Principal. Margaret Dunn.

Grade Teachers: Ruth Carbaugh, Elizabeth Baur, Rens
Cotter, Viola Shiver, Cleo Sharpe, Marion Heid, Lyda Polleck,
Eleanor Meler, Almn Thomas, Pauline Hassler, Luoree Acklery,
Janne Fox, Sarah Dunn, Mary Yetter,

m

Building Contractors:

Murtin L, Rother. .___..._G'enu.ru] Contractor
American Heatinge Coo Heating Contractor
James A Redington Plumbing Contractor
Gunster & Messersmith. __ Fleetrieal Contractor
[t A, Fife Corporation.__ Senting Conlraetor
o B
Pupils in Our Schools:

Chilldran of school ago (6 to 16 yonrs) in West Wyoming
Horantigh on Septembor 1, 1006, numbored 608,




Facts of Interest:

Ay

Widely varied are the costs to the taxpayers in their relation
with the schools,  West Wyoming Hovough, in this regard, holds-an
vovied position among all disteiets of its kind, the charge to the
peaple belng one of the lowest shown in the compendium of expen-
ditnres for all munieipalities of Lozerne County.

There ia very little bonded indebiedness here and out of that
fact fnay Le made some amazing comparisons,  Despite the erection
al i s sehool, with its heavy outlay of current funds, the tax cost
i eel pupil in the yoar 1926, a5 aeeredited by the Lozerne County
Tiaxpevers' Association, was only $67.48. This 18 far below the
avornge cost in achool districts of the same class. For instance,
Wihrrlor Tun shows @ per capits cost of 310151, although in the
venr Lhin community spent almost three times what was oxpended
Ly Warrior Hon on improyvements.

e netunl running expenses of the schools in West Wyo-
wilnge evornge ooly $40.08 for each pupil, eompared with Warrory
Mui'n S84GT,  The tax charge per puphl in Wost  Wyaming
Woppagh 18 thind Jowest in the entive ryoster of simblarly elnssod
sihoid diNteiets, regurdlons of tha faet that Weat Wyoming s ot
af Uin vy Taw dn thie elines thint hna boen making nilditions Lo
witlpeent, The only phices’ shiowing n lower exponie ary Bk




Ereeted originally in 1888 with only four class roems this structure wag

increased to eight rooms in 1907. However, it antedates the promulgation of
the State Code on school buildings and It is the intention of the School Board

to modernize it within the next few years
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school house erected in West Wyoming, typifies the mongre
masots of ﬂi mmunity a little more than & hundred years ago. A ﬁ“&"&
during the year 1926 w the old building and the site was later cloa
by order of the school
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Thers is no effort to satisfy the app
building, It is a matter of direct utilit

the money of the tuxpayer.
that $2,908.32 has a orded class sccominp
between gighty and one

The astonishing low cos
hundred.

ol for beauty in the portable school
feature of saving
t in indicated in the fact
for childeen numbering

with the added
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